


Program of 1st China-Japan Joint Asbestos Symposium

7/16(Fri)

at Beijing Rainbow Hotel (16-17 July, 1999)

Opening Sesston Chairpersons: Yokoyama Kunihiko, Li Dehong
08:30-08:40 Opening remark from China Zhou Anshou

08:40-08:50
08:50-09:00

st Session

09:00-09:20

09:20-09:40

(9:40-10:00

10:00-10:20
10:20-10:40

10:40-11:00

11:00-11:20

11:20-11:40

11:40-13:00

Opening remark from Japan Kitagawa Masanobu
Welcome speech Xu Guihua

Chairpersons: Miura Hirotaro, Zhang Chache

Zhu Huilan (Institute of Occupational Medicine, CAPM)

Study of occupational cancers among workers exposed to asbestos in China.
Morinaga Kenji (Osaka Medical Center)

Epidemiology of asbestos-related diseases and its preventive measures in
Japan.

Shi Nanfeng (Zhejiang Cixi City Sanitation and Epidemic Prevention Station)
Studies on the effectiveness of dust-control and preventive measures in
township asbestos plants.

Teatime

Zhang Xing (Institute of Hygiene, Zhejiang Academy of Medical Sciences)
The prevalence of asbestosis and pleural plaque in asbestos hand-textile
female workers.

Kishimoto Takumi (Okayama Rousat Hospital)

Asbestos-related pleural plaques and/or pulmonary changes in construction
workers in Okayama, Japan.
Liu Zhuo (Liaoning Industrial Hygiene Institute)

Prevalence and mortality of asbestosis in Liaoning Province -31 years'
surveiliance.
Sakatani Mitsunori (National Kinki-Chuo Hospital)

Prognosis of certified asbestosis as total disability or it's serious complicated
diseases in Osaka, Japan

Lunch

Special lecture Chairpersons: Lee Seung Han, Cai Shixiong

13:00-13:45

Gunnar Hillerdal (Karolinska Hospital, Sweden)
Diagnosis of asbestos-related diseases and its future incidence in the
developing and industrialized countries.

2nd Session Chairpersons: Sakatani Mitsunori, Zou Changqi

13:50-14:10

14:10-14:30

Zhang Chaohe (Institute of Hygiene, Zhejiang Academy of Medical Sciences)
Survey on the pulmonary ventilation function in hand-textile female workers
exposed to low concentration asbestos dust.

Murai Yoshihiro (Toyama Medical & Pharmaceutical Univ.)

Autopsy cases of asbestosis in Japan: A statistical analysis on registered cases.



14:30-14:50

14:50-15:10
15:10-15:30

15:30-15:30

15:50-16:10

16:10-16:30

16:30-16:50

16:50-17:10

17:10-17:30

17:30-17:50

7/17(Sat)

Wu Lijun (Beijing Research Institute of Occupational Hygiene and Diseases)
Experimental study on prevention and treatment of asbestosis with herb
“Huang Gen”

Teatime

Luo Sugiong (West China University of Medical Sciences)

Hazard, prevention and control of crocidolite contamination in Dayao county
Of China.

Wen Chi Pang (School of Public Health, Texas Univ.)

The risk of mesothelioma and lung cancer from environmental exposure to
crocidolite asbestos.

Hiracka Takesuke (National Miyazaki Hospital)

Endemic pleural plaques and fiber analysis in lungs of inhabitants in
Kumamoto, Japan.

Teatime

Wang Zhiming (West China University of Medical Sciences.)

Chrysotile and malignant tumor- A fixed cohort study (follow-up 27 years).
Sun Tongda (Zhejiang Cixi City Sanitation and Epidemic Prevention Station)
Survey on the mortality of malignant tumors in asbestos hand-textile female
workers.

Miura Hirotaro (Yokosuka-Kyosai Hospital)

Clinical and pathological analysis of 48 malignant pleural mesotheliomas in
Miura Peninsula, Kanagawa, Japan.

Inoue Yasushi (Hyogo College of Medicine)

Thallium-201 and Gallium-67 scans in patients with malignant pleural
mesothelioma.

3rd Session Chairpersons: Inai Koki, Liu Bingei

Special report

08:30-09:00

09:00-09:20

09:20-09:40

09:40-10:00

10:00-10:20

10:20-10:40

10:40-11:00

Claudio Bianchi (Hospital of Monfalcone, Italy)

Asbestos-related mesothelioma and lung carcinoma in northeastern [taly.
Miyake Mitsutomi (Hyogo College of Medicine)

CT, MR and radionuclide imaging in patients with malignant peritoneal
mesotheltoma.

Kitagawa Masanobu (Toyama Medical & Pharmaceutical Univ.)
Mesotheliomas in Japan. Pathology panels report.

Tsai Shan Pou (School of Public Health, Texas Univ.)

The risk of mesothelioma among oil refinery and petrochemical workers
from asbestos exposure — A meta analysis,

Teatime

Inai Koki (Hiroshima University School of Medicine)

Genetic abnormalities of malignant mesothelioma.

Liu Bingci (Institute of Occupational Medicine, CAPM)

Apoptosis induced by asbestos and the changes of related genes.



11:00-11:20 * Luo Lujun (Henan Institute of Occupational Medicine)
Experimental study of biological effects of asbestos fibers on alveolar
macrophages.

11:20-11:40 Ohyama Masayuki (Osaka Prefectural Institute of Public Health)
Reactive oxygen metabolites by human monocyte-derived macrophages
exposed to Japan Fibrous Materials (JFM).

11:40-13:20 Lunch (Visit the Institute of Occupational Medicine, CAPM)

Special lecture Chairpersons: Morinaga Kenji, Zhang Xing
13:20-13:55 Marta Hurbankova (Institute of Preventive and Clinical Medicine,
Slovak Republic)
Size of industrial fibrous dusts - An important parameter of pathogenests.

4th Session Chairpersons: Kimizuka Goro, Fan Jingguang

14:00-14:20 Ishihara Yoko (Tokyo Women's Medical Univ.)
Contribution of human pulmonary macrophage-derived cytokines to
asbestos-induced lung inflammation and fibrosis.

14:20-14:40 Fan Jingguang (Beijing Medical University)
Effect of surface modification on chrysotile-induced transcriptional
changes of C-MYC oncogene in the process of cell transformation in
human embryo lung cells.

14:40-15:00 Xiao Guobing (Zhejiang Ningbo Institute of Preventive Medicine)
Effects of chrysotile fibres on lipid peroxides reaction in exposed female
workers and in rat lung macrophages.

15:00-15:20 Teatime

15:20-15:40 Lim Young (College of Medicine, The Catholic University of Korea)

Signal transduction pathway by asbestos-stimulated alveolar macrophage.

15:40-16:00 Wang Qien (Beijing Medical University)
Chromosome changes induced by chrysotile fibers or cigarette smoking in
human embryo lung cells.

16:00-16:20 Kimizuka Goro (Chiba University School of Nursing)
Experimenta! study of dose-response relationship between chrysotile
asbestos with benzo(a) pyren exposure and carcinogenic effect in the
hamster.

16:20-16:40 Kohyama Norihiko (National Institute of Industrial Health)
Evaluation methods of inhaled mineral dusts by XRD and ATEM -For the
cases of pneumoconiosis and asbestos related diseases-.

16:40-17:00 Qu Guizhen (Institute of Industrial Health, Anshan Iron and Steel Complex
Group)
Study on the method of chrysotile measurement in air by X-ray diffraction.

5th Session Chairpersons: Kitagawa Masanobu, Li Dehong
17:00-17:40 Free discussions and Closing remarks from China and Japan



Meet/'ng reports

Scand J Work Environ Health 1999;25(5):458

First China-Japan joint asbestos symposium, Beijing, 16—17 July 1999

This interesting symposium, arranged by the Institute of
Occupational Medicine, Beijing, and the Japan Asbestos
Hazards Study Group, and supported by the Department
of Health Legislation and Inspection of the Peoples Re-
public of China and the Japan-China Medical Associa-
tion, was held in Beijing this summer. A number of re-
searchers from both countries presented papers during the
2-day symposium.

The background is that China, a rapidly developing
country, has several large asbestos mines, all producing
chrysotile mainly for internal use, and Japan, a well-de-
veloped and rich country, still imports an important
amount of asbestos. Why the Japanese have not followed
most other industrialized countries in banning the use of
the mineral is of some interest. That China, still a poor
country but with a rapidly growing economy especially
in some parts, still needs to use it is more easily under-
stood.

In China, many studies have been performed, and it
is clear that asbestosis and lung cancer are important
problems, especially in earlier exposed cohorts where
exposure was high. Dust-control measures have now in-
creasingly been used, and they have resulted in much less
disease. The asbestos textile industry is important, and
often the actual work is done by women in their homes.
The most interesting aspect of the effects of the Chinese
chrysotile is the lack of mesotheliomas (and also the scar-
city of pleural plaques). Preliminary results indicate that
Chinese chrysotile is “pure”; in other words, there is no
contamination with tremolite or other amphibole asbes-
tos in the ore, which could be of importance in these as-
pects.

In the county of Dayao, in southern China, to my
knowledge a unique problem exists: environmental pol-
lution with crocidolite. The soil contains this mineral, and

458  scand J Work Environ Health 1999, vol 25, no 5

it has been used for roads, to paint walls in houses, in
making stoves, and so on. The road dust is actually blue,
and the greatest part of the population is exposed. Mes-
otheliomas (annual mortality rate 85 per million per
year!), as well as lung cancer, is considerably increased
in the county.

Japan has many of the probiems with asbestos that
are known from other industrialized countries. A little
surprising was that the latest figure (from 1997) showed
500 cases, which, giving the number of Japanese inhab-
itants, seems to be a fairly small number compared with
the incidence in other countries.

The symposium was thus of large interest, and there
are still many aspects of asbestos that have to be investi-
gated further. The on-going discussion of the risk of chry-
sotile versus amphiboles on the incidence of mesotheli-
oma could be solved if further studies showed that Chi-
nese chrysotile does in fact not contain any amphiboles
and if the risk of mesothelioma (and pleural plaques) is
in fact very low with this type of exposure. (As the read-
ers might know, similar findings have been claimed for
Russian chrysotile.) The future development in Japan is
also of interest. There are many exciting fields for sci-
ence in this part of the world. The studies published by
the Chinese researchers are very important, and to a for-
eign observer it is very impressive that such good results
can be reached given the limited economic budget, and
it is unfortunate that so little is published in English in
well-known journals. Thus, for future studies, outside
assistance, both economic and expert, is needed.

Gunnar Hillerdal, MD

Department of Respiratory Medicine
Karolinska Hospital

S-171 76 Stockholm Sweden
E-mail: hiller@lung.ks.se
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