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We studied the levels of cytokeratin 19(CYFRA  21-1), tissue  polypeptide
antigen(TPA), hyaluronic acid(HA) and carcino-embryonic antigen(CEA) in the serum
of 21 patients with malignant pleural mesothelioma, and in 32 patients with
adenocarcinoma of the Iung with pleural involvement. 76.5% of the patients with
mesothelioma had elevated CYFRA 21-1 levels, 81.3% had elevated TPA levels and 69.2%
had elevated HA levels. However, 68.4% of patients with adenocarcinoma and pleural
involvement had elevated CYFRA 21-1 levels, 78.6% had elevated TPA levelsand 34.8%
had elevated HA levels. Serum CEA levels were never found to be elevated in the
mesothelloma  patients, but they were elevated in 77.8% of the patients with
adenocarcinoma.

In conclusion, Serum CYFRA 21-1 and TPA levels were Consistently elevated in
patients with malignant mesothelioma, but neither parameter is likely to be useful
in distinguishing malignant mesothelioma from adenocarcinoma with pleural involvement.
Serum HA and CEA levels remain wuseful markers for distinguishing between

mesothelioma and adenocarcinoma.
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